
    
    

  




  













  Skip to content



  
   
   
      
      
         
            
                
                  








              

               
                   Call Our Experts: (888) 994-7766 

               

              
            

         

      

      
      
      
         
            
               
                  
                     

                      
                    
                     
                  

                  
				  
				   
                     
                        
                        
                     
                  

                 
                   		
                      
                   
                  

				  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                     ×
                     	
        
          Usb Flash Drives
        

        
          
            	
                  
                    Best Sellers
                  
                
	
                  
                    100% Custom Shaped
                  
                
	
                  
                    Plastic
                  
                
	
                  
                    Metal
                  
                
	
                  
                    Wooden
                  
                
	
                  
                    Capless
                  
                
	
                  
                    USB Credit Card
                  
                
	
                  
                    USB Accessories
                  
                
	
                  
                    Customization Options
                  
                


          
        

      
	
        
          Tech
        

        
          
            	
                  
                    Custom PopSockets
                  
                
	
                  
                    Customize Apple AirPods
                  
                
	
                  
                    Power Banks
                  
                
	
                  
                    SD Memory Cards
                  
                


          
        

      
	
        
          Services
        

        
          
            	
                  
                    Packaging
                  
                
	
                  
                    USB Storage: Data Loading Services
                  
                
	
                  
                    Rush Production
                  
                
	
                  
                    PMS Color Chart
                  
                
	
                  
                    Portfolio
                  
                
	
                  
                    USB Flash Drives for Colleges and Universities
                  
                
	
                  
                    USB Flash Drives for K-12 Schools
                  
                
	
                  
                    USB Flash Drives for Fundraising
                  
                
	
                  
                    Made In Usa Flash Drives
                  
                


          
        

      
	
        
          Support
        

        
          
            	
                  
                    Contact us
                  
                
	
                  
                    Blog
                  
                
	
                  
                    FAQS
                  
                
	
                  
                    Privacy Policy
                  
                
	
                  
                    Purchase Orders
                  
                
	
                  
                    Guarantee – Lowest Price
                  
                
	
                  
                    Guarantee – Lifetime Warranty
                  
                


          
        

      



				  

                  
						
						 
						
						
						
						Submit
						
						

						

				 
               

            

         

      

	
      
   


   



  

   Get a Quick Quote test

  
    Get a Quick Quote

    		
    
      
        
          
            

          

          
        

         
            
              

            

            
           
          

      

	  
	  
        
          
            

          

          
        

          
            
              

            

            Product
USB Flash Drives
Power Banks
PopSockets
Apple AirPods
SD Memory Cards
Other


          

      

	  
      
          
            
              

            

            
           
          

         
      

      
        
				
				
				 
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
		  
	      
          
            Request Quote
          

      

    

   

  
  X
  










		
			
			
					
			
			 
			
			
			
 
			Get a quick quote and a preview of your design:

				
			

			

			
			
			
			

			

			
			
			 
				
			
			
			
			

			

			
			
			
			Quantity
25
50
100
250
500
1,000+


        
				
			

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				

			
			
			
			
			Get a Quick Quote
			
			

			
 
			
			

			
              

			

			

	
		
		
		
		

		
		










  

    
      
  
    
      




 
 
  
 
 
    

    How to Use a USB Flash Pen Drive as RAM 
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    How to Use a USB Flash Pen Drive as RAM

Is your computer running sluggishly, but you’ve realized you have no extra slots for another memory stick?

Can’t break the budget with a RAM upgrade?

If you have extra USB drives around the house or office, you’re in luck!

Read on to learn how to use a USB flash pen drive as RAM to speed up your system!

Understanding Virtual RAM

When a computer uses up all of the available physical RAM, it will resort to using virtual memory to run programs and tasks.

Virtual RAM works by copying unused areas in the RAM to the system’s hard drive, freeing up RAM space in the process.

While the process is efficient and helps the computer run smoothly, the read and write speeds of a hard drive are not as fast as physical memory.

Choosing a USB Flash Pen Drive

Using a USB flash pen drive as virtual RAM, alongside your physical memory is a simple and cheap way to give your computer some extra speed.

For this purpose, consider purchasing a USB stick that has more than 4GB of storage.

If possible, you should choose a USB 3.0 drive, rather than the older USB 2.0 models. USB 3.0 has file transfer speeds up to 640 MB/s which is useful when using a USB drive as RAM.

Setting Up The Drive as RAM

Before setting up your USB drive as RAM, be sure that the drive is totally free of any files.

Here’s a step-by-step process to make your computer recognize the drive as RAM:

	First, rename the pen drive as “RAM USB” or something similar, for your own reference.
	Right click on My Computer and click Properties. From there, click Advanced System Settings.
	In System Properties, click on the Advanced tab and under the Performance Box click on Settings.
	In the new window, click on the Advanced tab again and under the Virtual Memory box click Settings.
	Select your RAM flash drive and select the user-defined size option.
	Look at the size of your flash drive and subtract 10MB.
	Type this new number into both the Initial Size and Maximum Size boxes.
	Apply the settings by clicking Set and OK at the bottom of the window.
	Restart your computer for the settings to take effect.


Using ReadyBoost

Alternatively, another method to use a USB flash pen drive as RAM is by turning on ReadyBoost in Windows Vista and later.

To use ReadyBoost, insert your flash drive and right click on it to open properties. Scroll to the ReadyBoost tab and select Use This Device.

Subtract 200MB from the amount of storage on your drive and type this number in the box. Finally, click Apply and you’re all set!

Speed Up Your System!

If you’re in a jam and need more RAM, using a USB flash pen drive as virtual RAM is a great way to give your system a boost!

Need help setting up your flash drive as RAM or not sure what kind of drive to choose for your storage needs? Contact us and our team will be happy to answer your questions!
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